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No author could hope to cover this broad subject completely in a
relatively short monograph, but John W. Harris has written a valuable
textbook replete with current references-over 2,000 in all. Perhaps
more important, the book, available in an inexpensive paper-cover edition,
exposes the student and general physician to a dynamic and indeed
highly productive approach to the erythrocyte, both in normal and
abnormal conditions.
WILLIAM ROGOWAY
ON CANCER AND HORMONES: ESSAYS IN EXPERIMENTAL BIOLOGY.
Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1962. ix, 346 pp. $8.50.
The title of this collection of essays hardly does justice to the range of
topics brought together in honor of Professor Charles Huggins by his
friends. The names of the contributors are prominent, and each essay is
spared the constraint of style which has reduced so many collections to
a boring uniformity. The range of the subject matter is indicative of the
many problems evoked by neoplasia and the place of hormones in its
control. Justifiably, the prostate figures prominently in seven of the 28
papers. There are a number of articles presenting material of a general
import. As a counterweight, there are detailed clinical and laboratory
observations. A number of papers are concerned directly with the hormonal
control of clinical processes. Many articles serve as thoughtful reviews
of material which has been presented by the author elsewhere in a
stricter format.
Justice cannot be given here to each contribution, but such a book
appears particularly suitable for browsing and reflection. Thus, the
inclination of the reviewer tends towards the more general articles. There
are those which discuss therapy, experimental tumors, and the philosophy
of investigation, but of particular interest are those which attempt to
define patterns of biological organization.
Alexander Haddow's "Situs Inversus Viscerum in the Rat" is a mark
of the eclectic range of biological paradox which interests the investigator
in cancer research. It is a fascinating review of a dramatic circumstance
with obscure origins. "Stilbestrol's Questions" by Sir Charles Dodd points
up the ambiguities of molecular structure with respect to biological effect.
Similar problems in molecular organization are treated by H. Kalckar,
A. Lehninger, E. P. Kennedy, and others; less flexible in approach is the
article by Otto Warburg. Taken together, these papers reflect the short-
comings of our knowledge and the extent of our ignorance, in spite of
which we make our therapeutic decisions. If there is a general theme, it
is that we must not only observe and experiment, but also think.
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